
4. Sharing Authority 
 

ACTIONS [in the light of Have your say feedback on Ministry and Diversity the actions will 

all be compiled into one list, under the heading We believe the Holy Spirit is now urgently calling 

the People of God:] 

 

We believe the Holy Spirit is now urgently calling the hierarchy: 

 

1. To adopt an absolute and Christ-like option for the vulnerable and the truth. 

2. To report immediately to the civil authorities all cases of sexual abuse. 

3. To ensure that lay experts take charge of every investigation into clerical sexual abuse and 

its cover up and that they also oversee any internal ramifications of sexual abuse not dealt 

with by the civil authorities. 

4. To abolish non-disclosure settlements and revoke all existing non-disclosure settlements 

and to abolish ‘binding silence by the power of the confessional’ 

 

5. To adopt a new decision-making structure:  

a. Bishops elected for a term, not for life, by dioceses, in local synods comprising 

equal numbers of ‘ordained’ and ‘lay’ people, of all genders. 

b. Cardinals elected by bishops of their region. 

c. Pope elected by cardinals as “First Amongst Equals” 

6. To amend canon law to remove the requirement of ordination for senior administration 

roles. 

7. To create a new structure of governance of the Church between elected bishops and 

elected ‘lay’ leaders where legislative, judicial and executive powers are separated  

8. To allow national synods to decide on national issues (e.g. communion for divorced 

Catholics who have remarried without an annulment; LGBTQ marriages; lay women and 

men preaching and presiding at Eucharists). Church Synods and National Synods to be 

made up of a majority of lay people of whom 50% are women.  



9. To ensure that the laity, including women, are represented in equal numbers and have 

voting rights at all future synods, including Synods of Bishops, and in all Vatican 

dicasteries and departments, and to ensure that their skills and insights inform all 

decision-making and decision-making processes.  

10. As a matter of course to include the laity, including women theologians and women 

biblical scholars, in the writing of official teaching documents, and to openly acknowledge 

their work. 

11. To remove un-Biblical titles from the Church. No more ‘My Lord’, ‘Your Grace’, ‘Your 

Reverence’, ‘father’.  

12. To replace allegiance to the Pope for the clergy and religious with a simple confession of 

faith. 
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