
3. Rethinking moral theology  
 

STATEMENTS 
 

I. The Spirit is calling the Church to reformulate doctrine and theology to liberate 

and empower all people   [Gaudet Mater Ecclesia, Vatican II] 

 

II. Catholic Tradition is a living, organic body of doctrine continually seeking ever 

deeper understanding. ‘A disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a 

house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.’ [Matt 13: 

52] ✞ Being Catholic is not only about following tradition set down from the 

earliest days of the Roman Church to be applied for all times and contexts. 

Teachings have historically and continually been updated in response to new 

understandings and discoveries about being human, being part of God’s 

creation (e.g. the abolition of enslavement, and the move away from anti-

Semitism). Is it possible in any age for the Church to define matters on which 

the Spirit cannot continue to teach us?  
 

III. The Church’s ministry demands listening, discernment, dialogue and 

transformation in response to God’s continuing self-revelation in our 

contemporary circumstances. The Church has an obligation to lead 

prophetically within every age and within every context, discerning the Spirit 

that speaks in each and for each day, in each and for each place, in each and for 

each context and circumstance. There is no aspect of human life in which the 

Spirit may not continue to reveal God in a new way, for example on human 

sexuality, on the rights of women, on the upbringing of children, on the soul of 

the miscarried child: in the Spirit nothing can remain static for all time and non-

negotiable. [Gaudium et Spes, Vatican II] 



 

IV. The Spirit is urgently calling both ‘clergy’ and ‘laity’ to mutual empowerment, 

discernment and rethinking. The Spirit’s continual revelation cannot be 

confined by or to any one part of creation.  

 


