
4. Sharing Authority 
 

STATEMENTS 
 

I. All the people of God are called to be fully conscious and active participants 

in the Church as ‘a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a redeemed 

people’ by right and duty of their baptism. This includes speaking out as the 

Spirit leads them and taking part in decision-making at all levels in our 

Church. [Pope Paul VI, Sanscrosanctum Concilium 14, Vatican II] 
 

II. A central role of the Church is to protect the vulnerable. ‘If anyone causes 

one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for 

him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the 

depths of the sea.’ [Matt 18:6; Mark 9:42; Luke 17:1] ✞ The hierarchy are 

directly implicated in the historical and still continuing clerical sexual abuse of 

the vulnerable, including both the young and women religious. Many have 

compounded the crime by their failure to acknowledge it or by covering it up. 

In so doing can the hierarchy be seen to have forfeited  its moral authority?  
 

III. The leadership of the Church is called to serve [John 13:1–17] rather than to 

exclude; to empower rather than to diminish. ‘Each one has a hymn, a lesson, 

a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building 

up.’ [1 Cor 14: 26]  ✞ Isn’t the moral authority of the hierarchy damaged by its 

tolerance of sexism, homophobia, abuse and coverups, censorship and 

clericalism? 
 



IV. Pope Francis calls for a synodal Church that listens, learns and shares its 

mission. A synodal Church is one in which decision-making and the exercise 

of authority is approached collaboratively, at a local level, since the Spirit 

speaks in and through all the people of God, both the so-called ‘lay’ and the 

‘clergy.’  

 


